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March 26, 2021

COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes
We are so very excited to bring both AM and PM sessions together for our full in person model on Tuesday, March
30th.  A few reminders that I’ll repeat frequently until we get our routines fully established:

● Please complete the daily attestation before your child gets on the bus or gets dropped off
● Please select your child’s lunch choice on Sunday night for the week - hot lunch, PB&J, or lunch from

home - this must be completed for every child every week/day.
● If you are dropping off or picking up, remember your placard, use caution, and follow the assigned times

for drop off/pick up.
● If your child is taking the bus, remind them that they must remain in assigned seats or they will lose the bus

privileges.  This is critical for safety and contact tracing.
● Please send in a note with any changes to dismissal.

We can do this, but it is a community effort to keep everyone safe and healthy.

We hope students and families enjoyed the day off on Wednesday with the lovely weather. Our teachers and staff
participated in professional development around the onboarding of our new math anchor text - iReady for grades
3-5 next year and K-2 the following year. We’re excited to add this anchor text to our math resources, pacing
guides, and curriculum mapping. In addition, teachers and staff prepared their spaces for the return to full in
person on Tuesday, March 30th.

Report cards will be available for parents to access on the Aspen portal after 4pm today. Please take a moment
to review the report card and set goals for the last trimester with your child(ren). It’s also a perfect time to
celebrate their many efforts, increased independence, and remarkable resilience they have demonstrated
throughout the pandemic.



Congratulations to Mrs. Uhlman’s 3rd grade class for raising money for “Defenders of Wildlife.” Inspired by a
recent writing unit, the students raised money by doing chores around the house and sent it to help endangered
animals. The class voted and adopted the gray wolf and Arctic fox. They then donated the remainder of the
money to the Norwell Food Pantry. What an awesome student led initiative sparked by an engaging writing unit!
Nice job, 3U!

All borrowed iPads/devices must be returned to school via student backpack on Tuesday, March 30th with the
accompanying power cords/chargers. Please securely label the device with your child’s name and remove any
personally owned cases.  These devices will be cleaned up and returned to the classrooms for student use.

Please join me in welcoming Ms. Sherrelle Harris as the new temporary health room aide. Ms. Harris will be with
us until the end of the year to assist Nurse MacDougall in the health room as we transition to full in person. We’d
also like to welcome Mr. John Balzano and Mr. George Rowlinson to the Cole School custodial staff. Mr. John will
be here in the evenings and Mr. George will be here with Mr. Thayer to help with the lunch cleaning.

Believe it or not, we will begin our placement process for the 2021-2022 school year soon. Part of our placement
process is to gather input from families regarding placement. A Google form will be sent out to all families on April
1st. Families are NOT required to complete this form, but if there is something critical that you feel needs to be
considered for placement, please use this form to let us know. We will hold a firm ending date of Friday, April
23rd.  No input will be considered after this date as we will already be underway with the placement process.

If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist.

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

Norwell Food Services
March’s Lunch Menu: here
*Please note the lunch choice for Thursday April 1 is Bacon Egg and Cheese Sandwich or PBJ

Nurse’s Notes
We are preparing to be in school for full days. If your child requires any medication while at school, please let me
know. We will need to get the proper paperwork done and schedule a time for you to bring in the medication.
Parents and guardians must transport medication directly to the nurse per state regulations. This is part of
Massachusetts General Laws for school health rooms. Yes, it’s a law! If you wish to read these riveting regulations
(tongue in cheek!), here is the link for you to peruse. 105 CMR 210.000: The Administration of Prescription Medications in
Public and Private Schools

Some folks are beginning to increase time spent with people outside their households, so we are starting to see
some other illnesses circulating. Currently strep throat and the stomach bug are going around. Unfortunately,
these symptoms are also COVID symptoms. Please keep your child home if they have a sore throat or have
vomited and consult with your physician. Testing has become much easier to access and the results have been
within 12 to 24 hours. Your student will need a negative COVID test to return to school.

As always, if you have any questions regarding symptoms and protocols, do not hesitate to call me.

Beth MacDougall RN (781) 659-8823 prompt #3 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org
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Counselors’ Corner
We have ended our last week of hybrid learning! Some students have started to express some anxieties and
wonderings to me about the return to school, which is totally normal. Please let Dr. Ciolkosz or Mrs. Walsh know if
your student needs support with this transition, and we will continue to monitor the kids as we all settle back in.

The final, virtual yoga and SEL classes with Mrs. Walsh will be on Monday 3/29. Email
anne.walsh@norwellschools.org if you need the log-in information for yoga. SEL classes will transition to become
part of the school day after next week, when we return to full in-person learning.

Resource of the Week - With lots of changes at school and scary news in the world, it can be helpful to reflect on
what we can control- try this activity!

Library Corner

Calling All Books!
In order to get ready for returning to school full day (and visiting the library again) I am doing a two week pause on
book checkouts and asking families to please look for and return any and all library books you can find! I will
be posting overdue lists again in Schoology to help students remember what books they may still have out from
this year (and possibly last year).

NOTE: You can check to see what books you have out yourselves: Go to your child’s Destiny Discover
account and log in as your child.

1. Go to this link: https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/41246
2. Log in with your child’s information: User name: firstname.lastname@students.norwellschools.org
3. Password: You child’s 4-digit lunch code. (No “CS”)
4. Now in Destiny Discover, click on the 3 lines at the upper left hand corner and then on CHECKOUTS.

Books checked out are listed. (Please don’t email me about books recently returned to the book bin. They
just haven’t been checked in yet.)

5. Students can return books to our library bin in the hallway outside the nurse’s office.

Thank you!! If you have any questions about anything library, please feel free to email me at
michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org

https://www.centervention.com/circle-of-control/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/41246
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Community News

Norwell Little League registration is open for our 2021 season. Please go to www.norwelllittleleague.com and
click on the Login/Register tab in the top right corner of our home page to register.  Players need to be registered
in order to participate in tryouts for college and majors (planned for mid-March), and to allow NLL time plan teams
and schedules.

The season will run from late April (subject to State's COVID guidelines) to late June (approximately end of school
year).  NLL will continue to follow State and Norwell Board of Health guidelines regarding COVID-19.

Age eligibility and level descriptions are below:

Instructional For boys and girls 5 years old (by 8/31/21) who want to learn the
fundamentals of hitting and fielding. In the Instructional League players hit
a ball off a batting tee. Rules of the game may be varied to accommodate
the need for teaching. The primary goals of the Instructional League are to
instruct children in the fundamentals of baseball and to allow them to
experience the value of teamwork. Instructional League Rules.

Farm For boys and girls 7 & 8 years old (by 8/31/21). Coaches pitch with
potential for progression to kid pitch in the second half of the season.
There are 10 players on the field, catcher, pitcher, 4 infielders and 4
outfielders spread across the outfield. Farm Rules

College For boys and girls 8 & 9 (by 8/31/21). Eight year old spots are filled by
tryouts and availability. Player pitch. Nine players on the field. College
League Rules

Minor For boys and girls 10 (by 8/31/21) &11 (by 4/30/21). Minor League Rules

Major For boys and girls 11 & 12 (by 4/30/21). Eleven years old spots are filled
by tryouts and availability. Major League Rules

Also, please consider supporting our online donation fundraiser -
https://www.norwelllittleleague.com/Default.aspx?tabid=1278350 - or go to www.norwelllittleleague.com and click
on the Online Donation/Raffle tab on our home page. All funds will go towards the children and the league.
Consider sending the online link to others and possibly win some great thank you prizes.

Norwell Youth Football

Are you ready for some football? Registration is now open for Norwell Youth Football, grades 2-8. Visit
norwellyouthfootball.com for more information on this fun, team-building game that encourages players of
all abilities. We hope to see you on the turf! Register by May 31 to be included in our drawing for $50 Dick’s
Sporting Goods gift certificates that are good for anything in the store!

If there are any questions, please contact us at norwellyouthfootball@gmail.com

http://www.norwelllittleleague.com/
http://www.norwelllittleleague.com/Default.aspx?tabid=941436
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Norwell Lacrosse

Sign-ups for the Norwell Girls & Boys 2021 spring youth lacrosse programs, opened in January and will be closing
in a couple of weeks  Both programs begin in the elementary grades and run through grade 8.  This year the
season is after April vacation through mid-June for the girls and early April thru June for the boys. For more
details, or to register for the girl’s youth program, please email Jeannie Burtch (jeannieburtch@yahoo.com), or go
to www.norwellgirlslacrosse. com.  For more details, or to register for the boy’s youth program, please email Josh
Snyder (joshuaesnyder@gmail.com) or go to Norwell Youth Lacrosse.

So. Shore Seahawks

Norwell Recreation

Norwell Recreation is excited for the upcoming season and expanding outdoor and in-person programming options
for Norwell residents.  Most Spring 2021 programs begin in April, however there are programs that start in March
or have early registration deadlines.  New activities scheduled for Spring 2021 include: USTA Instructional Tennis
for Youth and Adult, NSRWA Outdoor Adventures, and Intro to Lightsaber Fitness for Youth and Adult. Norwell
Recreation is also excited about the return of some other outdoor favorites like Archery, Field Hockey, Saturday
Knucklebones Wacky Games, and Instructional Youth Golf at Harmon Golf Club.  Norwell Recreation will offer
In-person “after school” activities at the lower level rec room at the Town Hall with Everything Art and Wicked
Cool Science scheduled.  Adults can have fun too with the return of Adult Basketball, Pickleball and Soccer plus
fitness and yoga classes.  Norwell Recreation Department will also offer a line-up of “at-home” recreation
programs including Chess, Coding, eSports and Cooking.

Norwell Recreation has already opened up registration for upcoming March “one day eSports” tournaments and
Spring 2021 Leagues with information available at:
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department/news/norwell-rec-offers-march-2021-esports-tournaments-g
gleagues.

As expected, modifications are necessary to all programs in regards to location, number of participants,
mask-wearing and precautions to ensure safety for staff and participants.  Many programs for Spring 2021 are
limited to Norwell residents only!  To access or set-up your online account:  Visit www.townofnorwell.net and
click on RECREATION listed under departments and follow the links to ACTIVITY REGISTRATION!Norwell
Recreation Department is located at Town Hall 345 Main St., Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday
9:00am-12:00pm.  For more information visit www.townofnorwell.net or call (781) 659-8046.
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